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Use of Photo-Fenton reagent for photocatalytic 
degradation of reactive orange 13 in aqueous 

solution 
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Abstract 
In textile industries, advanced oxidation processes (AOPs) are widely used for degrading and removing 
color from dye baths which allow wastewater reuse. Degradation of Reactive Orange 13 by Photo-Fenton 
reagent has been investigated under irradiation of visible light in aqueous solution. The parameters that 
influence degradation such as concentration of Reactive Orange 13, FeSO4, H2O2, light intensity and pH 
of the experimental solution were studied. The optimum condition for the photocatalytic degradation of 
dye was established. The decolorization rate fitted to pseudo- first order kinetics with respect of dye 
concentration. 
 
Keywords: Photocatalytic Degradation, Reactive Orange 13, Photo-Fenton. 
 
1. Introduction 
In textile industry the process of dyeing results in the production of large amounts of 
wastewater exhibiting intense coloration that has to be eliminated before release into natural 
water streams [1]. Wastewaters from textile industries contain different types of synthetic dyes, 
which are mostly toxic, mutagenic and carcinogenic. Moreover, they are very stable to light, 
temperature and microbial attack [2]. Discharging of these wastewaters into receiving streams 
not only affects the aesthetic aspects but also interferes with transmission of sunlight into 
streams and therefore reduces photosynthetic activity [3, 4]. 
Advanced oxidation processes are those groups of technologies that lead to hydroxyl radical 
(.OH) generation as the primary oxidant (second highest powerful oxidant after the fluorine). 
These radicals are produced by means of oxidizing agent such as H2O2 and O3, ultraviolet 
irradiation, ultrasound, and homogeneous or heterogeneous catalysts.  
Common AOPs which are widely used are H2O2/ UV [5], TiO2/UV [6], Ozonation [7], O3/UV [8], 
Fenton reagent [9], UV- Fenton [10] process electron beam irradiation [11], Sonolysis [12], wet-air 
oxidation [13] and various combination of these methods [14]. Photocatalytic degradation has 
been proved to be a promising method for the treatment of wastewater contaminated with 
organic and inorganic pollutants [15-18]. Fenton and Fenton type processes have proven to yield 
very good results either for complete mineralization of azo dyes or for their transformation into 
less complex structures that are more easily biodegradable. It can be used to degrade many 
pesticides [19], harmful chemicals [20-21] and dyes [22-24]. It has been shown that Photo-Fenton 
reagent cleaves the conjugated bonds of azo-dyes chromophores, leading to color removal and 
enhancing the biodegradability of the treated wastewater. It has the advantages of coagulation 
and catalytic oxidation, as well as being able to generate oxygen in water. 
Reactive Orange 13 mainly used for dyeing cellulosic fibers, such as cotton and rayon, but are 
also used for silk, wool, nylon, and leather [25]. The major environmental problem associated 
with the use of the reactive dyes is their loss in the dyeing process [26]. So it causes great 
potential of pollution of water environment. Therefore, it is planned to undertake the title 
investigation. The objective of the present study is to evaluate the dependence factors for the 
color removal rate such as concentration of Dye (RO13), photocatalyst (Fenton reagent), H2O2, 
light intensity and pH of the experimental solutions. 
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2. Materials and method 
2.1Chemicals 
For the present studies the commercial azo dye Reactive 
Orange 13 was used. Photocatalyst FeSO4 (Merck, 99% 
purity) and H2O2 (Merck, 30% purity) were used for 
photocatalytic degradation. For the photobleaching process, 
1x10-3M stock solution of dye Reactive Orange 13 was 
prepared in double distilled water and diluted as required. The 
desired pH of the solution was adjusted by the addition of 
previously standardized sulphuric acid and sodium hydroxide 
solutions.  
 
2.2 Procedure and Analysis 
The reaction mixture was prepared by taking 1.0 mL of 
Reactive Orange 13 dye solution (1x10-3 M), 1.0 ml of FeSO4 
(1x10-3 M) and 1.0 ml of H2O2 (30%) in a beaker at pH 3.0. 
The total volume of the reaction mixture was made 30 ml by 
adding double distilled water. To carry out the photobleaching, 
the reaction mixture was irradiated under light source (200W 
Tungsten lamp). Water filter was used to cut off thermal 
radiation. The pH of the solution was measured by pH meter 
(Systronics, 335). The progress of the reaction was observed at 
definite time intervals by measuring absorbance using 
spectrophotometer (Systronic Double Beam 
Spectrophotometer 2203) at 493.1 nm. The rate of decrease of 
color with time was continuously monitored. After complete 
mineralization, the presence of NO2

-, NO3
-, SO4

2- ions and 
evolution of CO2 were tested by standard procedure. 
 
3. Results and Discussion 
Control experiments (in absence of photocatalyst, light) 
confirm the necessity of photocatalyst, light to follow the 
photocatalytic path for the photobleaching of dye. The 
photocatalytic degradation of Reactive Orange 13 was 
observed at 493.1 nm. The optimum conditions for the 
photobleaching of dye were [Dye] = 4.0 x10-5 M, [FeSO4] = 
3.66 x10-5 M, H2O2 = 1.0 mL and pH = 3.0. The result of 
photocatalytic bleaching of Reactive Orange 13 is presented in 
Table- 1. It was observed that absorbance (Abs.) decreases 
with the increase in time of irradiation indicating that the dye 
is degraded on irradiation. A graph between 2 + log O.D. and 
time has been plotted. The linearity of the plot indicates that 
the photocatalytic bleaching of Reactive Orange 13 follows a 
first order kinetics. The rate constant of this photobleaching 
process was determined using the expression Rate Constant 
(k) = 2.303 x Slope. 

 
[Reactive Orange 13]=4.0 ×10-5 M; 
pH = 3.0; 
[Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5 M;    
H2O2 = 1.0 mL; 
λmax= 493.1 nm;   
Light Intensity =60 mWcm-2; 
 

Table 1: Typical Run of Photocatalytic degradation of Reactive 
Orange 13 

 

Time (minutes) O.D 2 + log O.D. 

0 0.639 1.8055 

2 0.509 1.7067 

4 0.409 1.6117 

6 0.317 1.5010 

8 0.273 1.4361 

10 0.211 1.3242 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Typical Run of Photocatalytic degradation of Reactive Orange 13 
  
3.1 Effect of pH Variation on Photodegradation of Dye 
To study the effect of pH on photodegradation experiments are 
conducted for [Reactive Orange 13] = 4.0 × 10-5 M, in 
presence of [Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5 M and 1.0 ml H2O2 at different 
initial pH values (2.5-3.3). The values of k are given in Table2: 
 
[Reactive Orange 13] = 4.0 × 10-5 M; 
[Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5 M; 
H2O2 = 1.0 mL; 
Light Intensity = 60 mWcm-2;  
λmax= 493.1 nm 
 

Table 2: Effect of pH Variation 
 

pH k×10-2s-1 

2.5 7.13 

2.6 7.67 

2.7 8.06 

2.8 8.80 

2.9 9.90 

3.0 11.05 

3.1 9.21 

3.2 8.06 

3.3 7.59 

 
Fenton oxidation is known as a highly pH dependent process 
since pH plays an important role in the mechanism of OH 
production in the Fenton’s reaction. At high pH (pH > 3.3) the 
generation of .OH gets slower because of the formation of the 
ferrichydroxo complexes. On the other hand at very low pH 
values (<2.5) hydrogen ions act as OH radical-scavengers. The 
reaction is slowed down due to the formation of complex 
species [Fe (H2O)6]2+, which reacts more slowly with peroxide 
compared to that of [Fe(OH)(H2O)5]2+.  

Fe2+ + H2O2 → Fe3+ + .OH + OH-   …(1) 
Fe3+ + H2O + hv → .OH + H+ + Fe2+  …(2) 

Thus, it may be concluded that step (i) dominates over step (ii) 
in the pH range below 3.0. However, retardation of the 
reaction above pH 3.0 suggests the dominance of step (ii) over 
step (i).  
In addition, the peroxide gets solvated in the presence of high 
concentration of H+ ions to form stable oxonium ion [H3O2]+. 
An oxonium ion makes peroxide electrophilic to enhance its 
stability and presumably substantially reduces the reactivity 
with Fe2+ ion. Maximum color removal efficiencies were 
obtained at pH 3.0, for the dye in case of photo-Fenton 
processes. 
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3.2 Dye Concentration Variation 
The effect of initial dyes concentration on the decolorization 
degree at the optimum pH, Fenton reagent concentration and 
H2O2 dosage, were studied in photo-Fenton processes see. As 
an example, Dyes concentrations were varied from 2.66 x10–5 
M, to 4.66 x 10–5 M for Reactive Orange 13. The results are 
given in Table-3. The rate of photochemical degradation was 
found to increase with increase in the concentration of RO13 
up to 4.0×10-5 M. On further increasing its concentration, a 
sudden decrease in the rate of degradation was observed. This 
may be explained on the basis that on initially increasing the 
concentration of RO13, more molecules of RO13, are 
available for degradation. However on increasing the 
concentration above 4.0×10-5 M, the reaction rate was found to 
decrease. It may be attributed to the fact that as the 
concentration of RO13 was increased, it started acting like a 
filter for the incident light, where its large concentration will 
not permit the desired light intensity to react the dye molecule 
in the bulk of the solution and thus a decrease in the rate of 
photochemical bleaching of Reactive Orange 13 has observed. 
At the optimum conditions for the dye, the best dye 
concentration was 4.0 x 10–5 M.  
 
pH = 3.0; 
[Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5 M; 
H2O2 = 1.0 mL; 
Light Intensity = 60 mWcm-2; 
λmax= 493.1 nm; 
 

Table 3: Effect of Reactive Orange 13 Concentration 
 

[Dye] ×10-5M k×10-2 s-1 
2.66 5.98 
3.0 7.83 
3.33 8.98 
3.66 10.59 
4.0 11.05 
4.33 9.67 
4.66 8.29 

 
3.3 Effect of Fe2+ Ion Concentration 
Dye degradation efficiency by Photo-Fenton process is 
influenced by the concentration of Fe2+ ions which catalyze 
hydrogen peroxide decomposition resulting in .OH radical 
production and consequently the degradation of organic 
molecule. The effect of concentration of Fe2+ on the rate of 
photochemical degradation of Reactive Orange 13 was 
observed by keeping all other factors constant. The results are 
given in Table - 3. Initially on increasing ferrous salt 
concentration, degradation rate of organic compound 
increases, to certain level while a reverse trend was observed 
beyond this limit. This may be explained on the basis that on 
increasing the Fe2+ ions in the reaction mixture is accompanied 
by enhanced generation of .OH radicals, consequently 
increasing the rate of photodegradation. After the optimal Fe2+ 
ions addition, the higher concentration of Fe2+ resulted in a 
brown turbidity due to recombination of .OH radicals and here 
Fe2+ ions act as a scavenger, therefore, the rate decreases.  

Fe2+ + H2O2 → Fe3+ + .OH + OH-   …(3) 
Fe2+ + .OH → Fe3+ + OH-    …(4) 

[Reactive Orange 13] = 4.0 × 10-5 M; 
pH = 3.0; 
H2O2 = 1.0 mL; 
Light Intensity = 60 mWcm-2; 
λmax= 493.1 nm 

Table 3: Effect of FeSO4 Concentration 
 

[FeSO4]×10-5M 
 

k×10-2s-1 

1.66 6.44 
2.0 6.98 
2.33 7.36 
2.66 8.34 
3.0 9.44 
3.33 10.12 
3.66 11.05 
4.0 9.18 
4.33 8.75 

 
3.4 Effect of H2O2 Concentration 
Concentration of H2O2 plays a more crucial role in the overall 
efficiency of the degradation processes. Usually it has been 
observed that the percentage degradation of the Reactive 
Orange 13 increases with an increase in the dosage of H2O2, 
but excess quantities are not recommended.  
It was observed that the rate of reaction increases on 
increasing the amount of H2O2 up to 1.0 mL. Thereafter, the 
rate of degradation decreases on with the increase in the 
amount of the H2O2. This can be explained on the basis that at 
optimum amount of H2O2, more hydroxyl radicals are 
produced by Fe2+ ions which degrade more dye molecules. On 
further increasing the amount of H2O2, the rate of reaction was 
found to decrease because of the fact that as the amount of 
H2O2 increased along its optimum condition (1.0 mL) the rate 
of the reaction [Eq. (5) and Eq.(6)] become fast and .OH 
radicals are consumed rapidly due to more availability of H2O2 
molecule. The peroxide radical are utilized and H+ ions are 
produced. The production of H+ ions is confirmed by a slight 
decrease in pH of the reaction mixture at the end of reaction. 
As a consequence, the rate of photodegradation decreases.  

Fe3+ + H2O2 + hv → Fe2+ + .OOH + H+  ..... (5) 
H2O2 + .OH  H2O + .OOH  …. (6)  

This may be due to recombination of hydroxyl radicals and 
also hydroxyl radicals react with H2O2 contributing to the .OH 
radicals scavenging capacity. 
 
[Reactive Orange 13] = 4.0 × 10-5 M; 
pH = 3.0; 
[Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5 M; 
Light Intensity = 60 mWcm-2; λmax= 493.1 nm 
 

Table 5: Effect of H2O2 Amount Variation 
 

H2O2(ml) k×10-2s-1 
0.5 6.90
0.6 7.29 
0.7 8.59 
0.8 10.13 
0.9 10.53 
1.0 11.05 
1.1 10.11 
1.2 9.21 
1.3 8.52 

 
3.5 Effect of Light Intensity 
The effect of light intensity on the photodegradation of 
Reactive Orange 13 was also observed. The results obtained 
are given in Table - 6. A linear plot was obtained between the 
rate constant and light intensity, which indicates that an 
increase in the light intensity increase the rate of reaction 
because an increase in the intensity of light will increase the 
number of photons striking catalyst particles per unit time per 
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square cm. As a result, more photons reacts with Fe+3 ions and 
there is an increase in the number of active species, the 
hydroxyl radicals and corresponding increases in the rate of 
reaction. 
 

Fe3+ + H2O + hv → .OH + H+ + Fe2+  …(7) 
 

[Reactive Orange 13] = 4.0 × 10-5 M; 
pH = 3.0; 
[Fe2+] = 3.66 × 10-5M;       
H2O2 = 1.0 mL; 
λmax= 493.1 nm 
 

Table 5: Effect of Light Intensity 
 

Light Intensity (mWcm-2) k×10-2s-1 
10 6.79 
20 7.77 
30 8.58 
40 9.21 
50 10.23 
60 11.05 

 
4. Mechanism 
In presence of Fe2+, the peroxide breaks down to .OH and OH-, 
according to the following reaction 

Fe2+ + H2O2 → Fe3+ +.OH + OH-   …. (8) 
Fe3+ + H2O2 + hv → .OOH + H+ + Fe2+  …. (9) 
Fe3+ + H2O + hv → Fe2+ +.OH + H+   … (10) 
.OH +H2O2 → H2O + .OOH (Highly Unstable) … (11) 
Fe2+ + .OH → Fe3+ +OH-    … (12) 
Fe3+ + .OOH → O2 + Fe2++H+   … (13) 
Consumption of .OH radicals  
H2O2 + .OH → .OOH +H2O   … (14) 
.OH +.OH → H2O2    … (15) 
.OH + Dye → Colourless Degraded end Product … (16) 

The participation of the .OH radicals as an active oxidizing 
species was confirmed using the hydroxyl radical scavenger 2-
Propanol, Which reduced rate of Photo-degradation. 
After continuous irradiation, the complete mineralization of 
dye occurred via converting into end products. The end 
products are simple molecules or ions and less harmful to the 
environment. 
 
Reactive Dyes (S) + .OH                End Products (CO2 + H+ 
+ H2O + NO2

- + NO3
- + SO4

-2)  
The end products were detected in the reaction mixture by 
chemical test. Nitrate ions were detected and confirmed by a 
chemical test using H2SO4 and FeSO4. A positive test for 
presence of nitrite ions is indicated by a dark brown solution, 
arising from the iron nitric oxide complex. Sulphate ions are 
precipitated as BaSO4. CO2 was confirmed by introducing the 
gas to freshly prepared limewater. The lime water turns milky 
indicates its presence. 
 
5. Conclusion 
Photodegradation efficiency of dye was negligible when 
photolysis was carried out in the absence of H2O2 and UV 
light. Photo-Fenton reaction increased the production of .OH 
radicals and led to 67% mineralization of the dye in 10 
minutes. The experimental data demonstrated that photo-
Fenton process is promising techniques for the degradation of 
Reactive Orange 13 dye from aqueous solution. This process is 
environmental friendly due to generation of biodegradable end 
products.  
 
 

6. Acknowledgement 
The authors are thankful to the Principal, S. G. G. Government 
College, Banswara and Head, Chemistry Department, for 
providing facility for experimental work. 
 
7. References 
1. Mohorcic M, Teodorovic S, Golob V, Friendrich J. Fungal 

and enzymatic decolourisation of artificial textile dye 
baths. Chemofore. 2006; 63:1709-1717. 

2. Kokol V, Doliska A, Eichlerova I, Baldtrain P, Nerud F. 
Decolorization of textile dyes by whole cultures of 
Ischnoderma resinosum and by purified laccase and Mn-
peroxidase. Enzyme Microb. Technol 2007; 40:1673-
1677. 

3. Cieck F, Ozer D, Ozer A, Ozer A. Low cost removal of 
Reactive dyes using wheat bran. J. Hazard. Mater 2007; 
146:408-416. 

4. Rezaee A, Ghaneian MT, Khavanin A, Hashemian SJ, 
Moussavi Gh, Ghanizadeh Gh et al. Photochemical 
oxidation of Reactive Blue 19 Dye (RB19) in Textile 
Wastewater by UV/K2S2O8 Process. Iran. J. Environ. 
Health. Sci. Eng 2008; 5(2):95-100. 

5. Ugurlu M, Kula I. Decolourization and removal of some 
organic compounds from olive mill waste water by 
advanced oxidation processes and lime treatment. 
Environ. Sci. Pollution Res 2007; 14:319-325.  

6. Barka N, Qourzal S, Assabbane A, Nounah N, Ait-Ichou 
Y. Photocatalytic degradation of an azo reactive dye, 
Reactive Yellow 84, in water using an industrial Titanium 
dioxide coated media. Arabian J. Chem 2010; 3:279-283. 

7. Baben A, Yediler A, Lienert D, Kemerdere N, Kettrup A. 
Ozonation of high strength segregated effluents from a 
woollen textile dyeing and finishing plant. Dyes and 
Pigments 2003; 58(2):93-98. 

8. Hung-Yee S, Ching-Rong H. Degradation of commercial 
azo dyes in water using ozonation and UV enhanced 
ozonation process., Chemosphere 1995; 31(8):3813-3825. 

9. Orozcoa SL, Bandala ER, Arancibia-Bulnes CA, Serrano 
B, Suarez-Parraa R, Hernandez- Perez I. Effect of iron salt 
on the color removal of water containing the azo-dye 
reactive blue 69 using photo-assisted Fe(II)/H2O2 and 
Fe(III)/H2O2 systems. J. Photochem. Photobiol. A: 
Chemistry 2008; 198(2-3):44-149.  

10. Faouzi M, Caizares P, Gadri A, Lobato J, Nasr B, Paz R, 
et al. Advanced oxidation processes for the treatment of 
waste polluted with azoic dyes. Electrochimica Acta 2006; 
52(1):325-331. 

11. Surana M, Mehta P, Pamecha K, Kabra BV. Treatment of 
water contaminated with Reactive Red 198 (RR198) by 
Photo-Fenton Reagent. Der Chemica Sinica, (Pelagia 
Research Library) 2011; 2(2):177-186. 

12. Yang R, Wang M, Shen Z, Wang W, Ma H, Gu J. The 
degradation and mineralization of 4-chlorophenol in 
aqueous solutions by electron beam irradiation in the 
presence of TiO2 nanoparticles. Radiation Physics and 
Chemistry 2007; 76:1122-1125. 

13. Velegrki T, Poulios I, Charalabaki M, Kalogarakis N, 
Samaras P, Mantzavinos D. Photocatalytic and sonolytic 
oxidation of acid orange 7 in aqueous solution. Applied 
Catalysis B: Environmental 2006; 62(1-2):159-168. 

14. Oliviero L, Barbier Jr. J, Durpez D. Wet Air Oxidation of 
nitrogen- containing organic compounds and ammonia in 
aqueous media. Applied Catalysis B: Environmental. 
2003; 40(3):163-184. 



 

~ 34 ~ 

International Journal of Chemical Studies 

15. Hai FI, Yamamoto K, Fukushi K. Hybrid Treatment 
Systems for Dye wastewater, Critical reviews in 
Environmental Science and Technology 2007; 37(4):315-
377. 

16. Liu R, Chiu HM, Shiau CS, Yeh R, Yu-Li, Hung YT. 
Degradation and Sludge Production of Textile Dyes by 
Fenton and Photo-Fenton Processes. Dyes and Pigments 
2007; 73:1-6.  

17. Safarzadeh-Amiri A, Bolten J, Catter S. Ferrioxalate-
mediated photodegradation of organic pollutants in 
contaminated water. Water Research 1997; 31:787-798. 

18. Danashvar N, Khatee AR. Removal of Azo Dye C.I. Acid 
Red 14 from Contaminated Water using Fenton, 
UV/H2O2, UV/H2O2/Fe(II), UV/H2O2/Fe(III) and 
UV/H2O2/Fe(III)/Oxalate Processes: A Comparative 
Study, J. Environ.Sci. Health A Tox. Hazaed. Subst. 
Environ. Eng 2006; 41(3):315-328.  

19. Barbusinski K, Filipek K. Use of Fenton’s reagent for 
removal of pesticides from industrial wastewater. Polish J. 
Environ. Stud 2001; 10:207-212. 

20. Casero I, Sicilia D, Rubio S, Perez- Bendito D. Chemical 
degradation of aromatic amines by Fenton’s reagent. 
Water Res 1997; 31:1985-1991. 

21. Bag BC, Sai M, Sekhar K, Bhattacharya C. Treatment of 
wastewater containing Pyridine released from N,N’-
Dichlorobis (2,4,6-trichlorophenyl) urea (CC2) plant by 
advanced oxidation. J Environ Sci 2009; 3:34-40. 

22. Kuo WG. Decolorizing dye wastewater with Fenton's 
reagent. Water Res 1992; 26(7):881-886. 

23. Lucas MS, Peres JA. Decolourization of the azo dye 
Reactive Black 5 by Fenton and photo-Fenton oxidation. 
Dyes and Pigments 2006; 71:236-244. 

24. Kakodia AK, Swarnkar AK, Sharma BK. Use of Photo-
Fenton Reagent for Photodegradation of Acid Violet 54 in 
aqueous solution. Int. J Green And Herbal Chemistry 
2013; 2(3):737-743. 

25. Yang C, Jared Mc, Garrahan J. Electrochemical 
coagulation for textile effluent decolorization. J. Hazard. 
Mater. B 2005; 127:40-47. 

26. Pelegrini R, Peralta-Zamora P, Andrade A, Reyes J, 
Duran N. Electrochemically assisted photocatalytic 
degradation of reactive dyes. Appl Catal 2009; 22:83-90.  


